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Your School Council 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
February 25, 2014  

 

 
Attendance: 

Lianne Ouellette, Meg King, Nicholas Olmstead, Mala Khanna, Mark Scrivens, 
Summer Baird, Kristen Barbour, Patricia Bood, Jocelyn Kinnear, Nikolay Slavkov, 
Kerry Anderson, Laura Hurst, Michelle Tartachef, Madame Robin 
 
 

1. Introductions and Approval of agenda and minutes from last regular 

meeting 

2. Reports 

a. Principal/Teachers –  

a.i. Transition to Connaught -- The transition team has 

been put together for the move to Connaught. Principals 

from both Devonshire and Connaught will work together to 

ensure a smooth transition. There will be several events 

planned to help affected students with the transition including 

having the kids walk over to Connaught as well as a 

barbeque. Susan McDonald has called a first meeting of the 

transition team on March 5 at 4:00 pm. There will be 62 

students leaving Devonshire. Devonshire will lose two or 

three classes. On April 2nd, we should know April 2nd the 

class breakdowns, ratios, and staffing. Staffing will last until 

June.  

a.ii. Fire alarm – the staff and kids fantastic, despite the 

cold and wet conditions. Through the process, we worked 

out how many classes can go into each of the nearby 

businesses. If there is a fire alarm again, kids have to leave 

the building immediately. Can't wait to get the coat and 

boots. 
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a.iii. Plan on School Improvement – there will be a smart 

board presentation in April. The grade 4 – 6 students will be 

asked to participate in a questionnaire on well-being. Parents 

will also participate. 

a.iv. Recruitment of French immersion teachers – there 

is a big push to hire qualified French immersion teachers. 

There will be set of interviews in October and January at 

Ottawa university. 

a.v. Field trips and extra-curricular activities – 

Madame Robin thanked parents for helping with skating. 

Scientists in the school will be happening again this year. 

The grade 2s will be going to the Science and Technology 

museum, the students took part in special activities to mark 

the Winter Olympics, the knitting club has been very 

successful, and many classes have been participating in the 

art show which will take place at the Hintonburg Public 

House.  

b. Treasurer -- Things are going as expected. The pizza program is 

doing well. The council is looking to spend more money. 

c. Devonshire School Age Program --  The Devonshire School Age 

Program looks like it will stay with pre-school there. The difference 

is that it will be offered for all students up to grade 6. The elevator lft 

renovations may affect the school age program over the summer. 

There was discussion that parents who are staying need to know 

that school age program will remain at Devonshire.  

d. Co-chair – There is a list of gym equipment for the primary students 

which will cost approximately $988 was approved for purchase. The 

council is waiting for later in the year to make decisions on smart 

boards, lady bugs, lap tops. 

3. Fundraising -- The Devonshire school council met with school council at 

Connaught to discuss how both councils could work together for transition 

and beyond.  It was proposed that all further fundraising by Devonshire 

School Council for the remainder of the year be split equally between the 

two councils. This would allow Connaught to purchase materials that may 

not be included in the budget that was approved by the Trustees for 
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implementation of the EFI program at Connaught. The proposal was 

approved.  

4. Accommodation Review Wrap-Up -- Accommodation Review Wrap Up – 

There was parent meeting to discuss the transition. Thirty parents 

attended. Affected parents raised concerns and passed on information. 

Parents expressed that they are anxious for information about the 

transition. Questions were raised about busing and transportation and a 

transportation sub-committee was formed. Regular parent meetings will be 

held to discuss all issues relating to transition. There were also many 

questions raised about what is covered in the budget.  

5. Events – Devonshire Art Show at Hintonburg Public House -- pieces 

are going up and the silent auction throughout the month of February. On 

March 30th from 3 – 5 pm there will be a closing party for the art show. All 

proceeds will be go to Devonshire and Connaught.  

Spring movie night – School council would like to organize one that was 
similar to the fall movie night. It might be run by the grade 6 kids and 
parents to raise money for dance. ,  
Hip hood auction—It will be on June 6th this year. It is a parents only 
fundraising event which is licensed with an auction. It will take place at 
Happy Goat. More details to come. 
End of year party – there is no date yet. We need volunteers. It would be 
good to have a  BBQ, miniputt, and bake sale. The students really enjoy 
this event. 
Yard sale - June 14 
Day of pink -- April 9 th. This year there will be an emphasis on trying to 
explain more what the day is all about. There will be information sent 
home, resources for further reading, including suggested french books, 
and activities for teachers and principals. 

6. Update on Makina Baptist -- Update on making baptist – we received a 
report that the desks were delivered and installed. 

7. Open Forum (time permitting) – no interventions 

8. Next meeting – Tuesday April 29, 2014 

 

 
 

 


